





Polyurethane resin casts of Dupont'’s head filled with different types of “junk.”

a name for yourself through hard work,
perseverance and hopefully hitting the right
notes once in a while.”

Hitting the right notes is the hard part.
“Everyone comes with their own set of
subjective points of view. Everyone has a
different favorite piece, a different reason
why. It’s so arbitrary,” Dupont says. “So
finding support is curious. I have done
shows that I thought would sell out the
first day and nobody buys a thing. Then
I do something else that I think is really
challenging and no one is going to get,
and everybody goes crazy and wants to be
involved. There really is no rthyme or reason
sometimes.”

Despite the subjectivity, Dupont has
garnered enough of a following to allow him
to keep working—which, according to him,
is the whole point. His success hasn’t gone
to his head, and although he’s often seen
at various parties and social functions with
wife and gal-about-town Lauren Dupont,
he’s hardly become a regular fixture in the
gossip pages. “Everyone talks about how

artists need to be celebrities, but that’s just
not the case,” Dupont says, firmly. “There
is a handful of artists whose work is about
creating this post-Andy Warhol idea of the
artist persona, but most artists I know don’t
put this caricature of themselves out into
the media. They are a very quiet group who
keep to themselves and are more interested
in doing the work.”

And in his case, the work has taken
Dupont far—and will take him farther still.
With a show this fall in Seoul and another
in Berlin later this year, Dupont has come
a long way from his days as a bartender-
slash-drummer. And though he and Lauren
recently left Tribeca for the East 60s,
Richard has no plans to leave New York any
time soon.

“It’s funny how people are so territorial,
so tribal and neighborhood-oriented,” he
muses. “It’s kind of ironic because, really,
it's all just the same thing now no matter
where you live. It’s too expensive. There
aren’t many artists left in the city.” Well,
there’s at least one. @
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